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In Luke 12 is recorded the story of a man who thought he had many years in which to get richer and to live
a life of ease. Luke 12:16-21 reads, “And he spoke a parable unto them, saying: The ground of a certain rich
man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room
where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there
will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for
many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul
shall be required of thee; then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” The man who counts on tomorrow is a fool. This rich farmer
made great plans, but he did not include God in those plans. There is nothing wrong with planning for the
future, but there is something wrong when we plan for the future and do not include God in those plans--yes,
something desperately wrong.

We talk about what we are going to do tomorrow, and yet tomorrow is something of which we cannot be
certain. Solomon said, “Boast not thyself of tomorrow: for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth”
(Proverbs 27:1). We do not know when death will come, but neither do we know when the Lord will return.
He may return in our lifetime. We know not the day nor the hour. In Mark 13:32, the Bible says, “But of that
day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.”
And in I Thessalonians 5:2, Paul wrote the Lord’s return will be like a thief in the night. You know, one thing
that makes a thief successful is that he strikes at a time when one least expects him. The Lord’s return will be
somewhat like that--He will return at the time when we least expect Him. The tragic thing about all of this is
that most of the world will not be prepared for either death or the Lord’s return.

In Matthew 7:13,14, Jesus said, “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way,
that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat. Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the
way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” These verses indicate that a majority will be lost;
therefore, the majority will be unprepared for death or for the Lord’s coming. The story is told of a slave during
pre-Civil War days. His master died, and someone said to the old slave, “Well, I guess your master has gone
home to heaven.” “No, sir,” the slave replied. “Whenever my master was going to go somewhere, he spent a
long time talking about it and a long time getting ready, and he never did say anything about going to heaven.”
How well this story illustrates this truth that preparation must be made!

Are you prepared? Are you ready to go to heaven? Is it possible you are so attached to this world you
would not be suitable for heaven?

In Genesis 19, we read of Lot, his wife, and two of their daughters, who were escaping the burning city of
Sodom. They were strictly instructed not to look back, and yet Lot’s wife looked back and immediately turned
into a pillar of salt. Jesus, in Luke 17:32, simply said, “Remember Lot’s wife.” It seems Lot’s wife was just
too attached to her worldly possessions. It seems she did not really want to leave them. She was not prepared
to leave.

So many are so busily engaged in the game of acquiring this world’s goods that they do not serve the Lord
as they should. So many layup treasure here on the earth but neglect laying up treasure where it really counts-
-heaven. So many become so attached to this world they really are not prepared to leave it. So many are so
unprepared for eternity, and what a tragedy it is!

In John 14:1-3, Jesus said to His disciples, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also
in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that
where [ am, there ye may be also.” From these verses, we may see that heaven is a prepared place for a prepared
people.

In Matthew 25, Jesus illustrated the tragedy of being unprepared. In verses 1-13, we read the parable of
the ten virgins. The ten virgins were to attend a wedding. They were to accompany the bridegroom. Five of
these were wise because they took extra oil for their lamps, and five were foolish because they took no extra
oil. At midnight they were told the bridegroom was coming. The five foolish virgins then tried to borrow oil

from the five wise virgins, but the five wise virgins would not loan the oil because they had just enough for
their own lamps. The five foolish virgins went out to buy oil, but while they were gone the bridegroom came.
Those who were ready accompanied him to the marriage. Later the five who had gone out to get oil arrived
but the door was shut. They were too late. They were unable to gain entrance.

Jesus Christ is coming. Most are unprepared. Oh, some will try to make last minute preparations to no
avail. Now is the time to get ready. In II Corinthians 6:2, Paul said, “...now is the accepted time; behold, now
is the day of salvation.” In John 9:4, our Lord said, “I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is
day: the night is cometh, when no man can work.”

Listen to the words that were spoken to God’s people by the prophet of old in Amos 4:12: “Therefore thus
will I do unto thee, O Israel; and because I will do this to thee, prepare to meet thy God, O Israel.” Let me ask
again, Are you ready? Are you ready for your appointment with death? Are you ready for the Lord’s return?
Are you ready to confront Jesus at judgment?

We present this article to help you better understand the Bible and to help you get ready for eternity. We
appeal only to the Bible for our answers. We believe this is what you really want--Bible answers, because no
man has the right to supply answers that do not come from the Bible.

Now, how can you get ready for the end? The Bible says one must hear the word of God: “So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17). One must believe in Christ: “...if ye
believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins” (John 8:24). Jesus said we must repent of our sins: “I tell
you, Nay; but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). And we must confess Christ to be
the Son of God, the good confession: “...if thou confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shall be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Romans 10:9, 10). And we must be
baptized for the remission of sins, buried in baptism, for that is all baptism is, or ever has been-- a burial,
where the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sins. In Acts 2:38, when the first gospel sermon was preached
and those there who heard, many of them, cried out, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” --that is, What
shall we do to be saved? Peter said, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins...” (Acts 2:38). Those who have not done these things are not prepared for eternity.

Have you obeyed these commandments? If not, our prayer is that you will do so. You may not have as
much time as you think. You only have one life to live. Why not live it in service to your Lord.

Are you prepared? Are you ready to go to heaven? Do not delay for we know not what tomorrow holds
but we know the one who hold it and so can you.

“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also

called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.”
(I Timothy 6:12)

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
(Hebrews 11:1)

“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
(Hebrews 11:6




NEWS AND NOTES

“l was sick, and ye visited me...” (Matthew 25:36)

Reports from the Philippines Mission Work and the Thailand Mission Work are on the
Mission Table in the foyer for you to pick up and read.
New Family Bible Study Questions are on the Missions Table in the foyer.

Upcoming Events:

Upcoming Fall Gospel Meeting

(Please mark your calendars and do not be away during these weeks.)

Gospel Meeting 2024, September 8t — 11th with Gilbert Gough
Theme: “There Is A God In Heaven”

Gospel Meeting 2025, April 27th — 30th with Lee Moses, Union City, Tennessee.

VBS 2025 June 8th — 11th,

Gospel Meeting 2025 September 14th -17th with Dan Sikes, Benton, Kentucky.
Gospel Meeting 2026 April 26t - 29t with Kent Bailey
Gospel Meeting 2026 September 13th — 16th with Jared Knoll
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Those Privileged To Serve
August 25, 2024
SUNDAY MORNING SUNDAY EVENING
Song Leader Larry Taylor Song Leader: Greg Smith
Opening Prayer Jeff Presley Opening Prayer: ~ Hal Baugh
Closing Prayer David Loggins Closing Prayer: Scott Pratt
Bible Reading Jimmie Powell Preacher: Terry Joe Kee
Preacher Terry Joe Kee WEDNESDAY NIGHT
LORD’S TABLE August 28, 2024
Presiding: Scottie Blanchard Song Leader Mark Wooten
Robert Stephens  Barry Roush Opening Prayer J. L. May
Bobby Kendall Gavon Allen Closing Prayer Jerry Dodson
Donnie Gilliland  Hayden Roush
ANNOUNCEMENTS DEVOTIONAL SPEAKER
Mike Felts August 28, 2024
Terry Joe Kee

NUMBERS FOR THE WEEK
Week Of
August 18, 2024
Sunday Bible Study 92
Sunday AM Worship 120
Sunday PM Worship 76
Wednesday Bible Study 71
Contribution $6056

“..Alleluia; Salvation,
and glory, and
honour, and power,
unto the Lord our
God”
Revelation 19:1

SHEPHERDS
Scottie Blanchard
Mike Felts
Terry Joe Kee
Dan Nichols
Larry Taylor

DEACONS
Jerry Dodson
Stacy Eddleman
Jason Garland
Scott Pratt
Kevin Roush
Mark Wooten

EVANGELIST
Terry Joe Kee

MISSIONS
Samrit Kammanee,
Southeast Asia
Philippines Missions
Warren, Pennsylvania

SERVICES
SUNDAY
Classes 9:00 a.m.
Worship 10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

What Must I Do To Be

Saved?
Hear Romans 10:17
Believe John 8:24
Repent Luke 13:3

Confess Rom. 10:9,10
Be Baptized Acts 2:38
Live faithfully Rev. 2:10

“And let us consider one

another to provoke unto

love and to good works”
(Hebrews 10:24)

Let Us Do More
In 2024
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JleeNates

ARE YOU READY?

Gilbert Gough

A mother was explaining to her little girl the death of her father. The mother said,
“God has sent for your father and will send for us, but I do not know just when.” Finally,
the little girl said, “If we do not know just when God is going to send for us, do you not
think we had better pack up and get ready? God might send for us when we are not ready
to go.” Great truths are often spoken by children, and in this story is the truth that we
should be prepared at all times, for we do not know when we will be called upon to
leave this world. It may be much sooner than we think. Are you ready?

The Bible clearly points out that life is brief. In James 4:14, the Scriptures declare,
“Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a
vapor that appeareth for a little time, and then vanishes away.” The Bible also states,
“For all our days are passed away in thy wrath; we spend our years as a tale that is told.
The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be
fourscore years, yet is their strength labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly
away. Who knoweth the power of thine anger? Even according to thy fear, so is thy
wrath. So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom”
(Psalm 90:9-12). In Job 9:25, 26, the scriptures say, “Now my days are swifter than a
post (runner): they flee away, they see no good. They are passed away as the swift ships:
as the eagle that hasteth to the prey.”

Yes, not only does the Bible reveal that life is short, but it also points out that death
might occur at any time. In Genesis 27:2, Isaac said, “Behold now, I am old, I know not
the day of my death.” And no one of us is any different than Isaac. We do not know
when we are going to die. It may happen many years from now; it might occur even
today. Isaac was an old man when he made that statement. He did not know the day of
his death, but he felt it would be soon. But did you know that more than twenty years
passed before God called him home? You may be an older person and feel that death is
imminent. In all likelihood you are right, but who knows? Perhaps you will be one of
those who reach and surpass the century mark. On the other hand, you may be a young
person and feel you have many more years. In all likelihood you are right, but death may
occur shortly. (continued page 2)
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